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Jobs in truction trades have always involved a certain arno\1nt of danr:er and 
those involved in highway work carry with them the additional hazai ds of beirig near 
moving streams of traffic. 

Usually we provide for the safety of motorists and workers by guiding traffic around 
the work zone using one of the schemes shown in the M.U.T.C.D. These schemes consist 
of a series of barriers, signs, lights, barricades, flagmen and/or delineating devices. 
However there are some ilow moving operations that do not lend themselves to the above 
methods. Therefore, in order to protect motorists and workers in th('•;e situations, 
we are revising the Standard Specifications to require shadow vehicles equipperl with 
impact attenuators for all slow moving operations. We have defined "slow moving. opera­
tions" as those which move along a highway, in a travel lane at a speed of 1 mph or 
more �ut at least 15 mph below the speed limit. 

Several vehicle mounted impact attenuator designs have been approv,,rJ by FIIW/\ j or use 
on Federal Aid Projects. We are modifying the Standard Specificc1t io·,"ts by me"l.ns of 
the attached notes to require shadow vehicles equipped with the&-2 Rpprovc-!d "lnpacc 
attenuators for slow moving work areas not otherwise protected b;1 mPans 0£ bc1'.."rier, 
barricade, flagmen or delineation. It will be inserted into proposals by c.he Main 
Office Final Plan Review Bureau starting with the letting of }-!.:1y 9, 1985. Be-:.ause 
the note itself states the conditions under which the TMA equippf_,d shadow VF"hicles 
are required, it g<!nerally should not be necessary to show the &hadow vehicle ::in the 
plans. Shadow vehicles should not be required for circumstances other than those 
mentioned in the note. Accordingly designers should not be specifying them fat- work 
zones protected by means of delineation and guiding devices or by barricade or bar'.."ier. 
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