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AftP.r consid·erable discussion and thorough review both within the Department 
and with concrete industry representatives, it has been mutually agreed by 
the Structures Division and the Technical Services Divisio� that Class B 
Concrete for Structures is no longer to be used. This prohibition goes into 
effect beginning with the letting of May 9, 1985 (P.S.& E. February 14, 1985). 

Class B concrete has a very high water-cement ratio (.50) and also requires 
No. 3 stone, The high.w-c ratio results in Class B testing below design 
strength far more often than other classes of concrete. No. 3 stone is 
becoming increasingly difficult to obtain and, as a result, many concrete 
suppliers do not stockpile it. Consequently Class B concrete has become 
something of a liability. 

During the 1983 construction season, Class B concrete was divided into two 
items: 

Item 555.0201 for general placements 
and 

Item 555.0202 for footing placements 

This procedure resulted in substantial money savings over the past two con­
struction seasons. In order not to lose the potential benefit of split pay 
items. Class A concrete will be specified by four pay items. They are: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

HC 157a (4/731 

ITEM 555.0101 - CONCRETE FOR STRUCTURES, CLASS A (LARGE-SIZED 
PLACEMENTS; ABUTMENTS, WINGW\LLS, ETC,) This item replaces 
Item 555.0201 - Concrete for Structures, Class B. 

ITEM 555.0102 - CONCRETE FOR STRUCTURES, CLASS A (MID-SIZED 
PLACEMENTS; PIER COLUMNS, PIER CAPS, ETC.) This item is to be 
used in place of Item 555.01 - Concrete for Structures, Class A. 

ITEM 555. 0103 - CONCRETE FOR STRUCTURES, CLASS A (SMALL-SIZED 
I 

Id PLACEMENTS; PEDESTALS, BACKWALLS ETC.) This item is also to be
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