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SUBJECT: BRIDGE DESIGN MANUAL, SPECIAL SPECIFICA-
TIONS FOR BRIDGES, ITEM 16555.6601,-TRANSVERSE 
SAWCUT GROOVING OF STRUCTURAL SLAB SURFACE 
Subject Code: 7-27-1-555; 7-35-6 

Distribution: 

3119 Main Office 3� Regions 34� Special Code: 84-27

Dote: 5/9/84 
APPROVED: 

�:;/� Supersedes: 

�,A; E.V. HOURIGilli. De-outy Chief Enii:ineer ( Structures J EI 84-15 

Attached to this Instruction is Item 16555.6601 - Transverse Sawcut Grooving 
of Structural Sla.b Surface. The item is a revision of Item.16555.66. 
Item 16555.66 was issued by E.I. 84-15. The special note revising 555-3.0BD 
and 584-3.09G.aJ.so issued by E.I. 84-15, remains in effect. 

Item 16555.66 provided for a six inch clear. distance between the end of 
the sawcut grooves and the edge of joint system. Further, this distance 
was to be measured parallel to the centerline of the groove. This combination 
permits too close an approach to the joint system edge.and also mandated· the 
use of single-bladed sawcut equipment. Both situations are best avoided, or 
at least should be minimized to the extent possible. 

It has also been ascertained that the second application of white pigmented 
curing compound is unnecessary provided a minimum of seven curing days have 
elapsed before sawcutting begins. 

Accordingly Item 16555.6601 has been prepared. It requires sawcut grooves 
to approach no closer than six inches, nor farther·than 2'-6" from the 
edge of joint system. Further·, both dimensions are measured perpendicular 
to the centerline of the joint system. These changes will keep the grooves 
at a safe distance from the joint system and will minimize the necessity of 
using single-bladed sawcut equipment. Further, Item 16555.6601 requires a 
minimum of seven curing days prior to the beginning of saw-cutting operations 
and the second application of white pigmented curing compound has been 
eliminated. 

Item 16555.6601 is stocked as a Main Office Insert. 
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