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This Engineering Instruction provides criteria for selecting bearings for 
bridges. In addition, it transmits the following supporting material. 

Bridge Bearing Specification (Section 565) 

B.D.D. SHEET 83-35, Type S.R. - Steel Rocker Bearing
B.D.D. SHEET 83-36A, Type S.S. - Steel Sliding Bearing
B.D.D. SHEET 84-36B, Type S.S. - Steel Sliding Bearing
B.D.D. SHEET 84-37, Type M.R. - Multi-RQtational Bearing
B.D.D. SHEET 84-38, Type E.P. - Plain Elastomeric Bearing
B.D.D. SHEET 84-39, Type E.L. - Steel Laminated Elastomeric

B.D.D. SHEET 84-40, Type
Bearing 

E.B. Elastomeric Bearing with 
External Load Plate 

B.D.D. SHEET 84-41, Type E.S. - Elastomeric Sliding Bearing

The speci£ication and available B.D.D. sheets shall be effective with the 
letting of June 7, 1984. 

I. RATIONALE

HC 1'57<1 {4/13) 

There are a number of bearing types available for use in bridges, In 
some situations only one type of bearing may be appropriate, while in 
other situations the designer may have two or more bearing types from 
which to choose. 

All bearings tYPes to be considered for use with bridges designed by or 
under the direction of the Department are discussed in this Engineering 
Instruction. They are described generically and their characteristics 
noted. The information contained in this instruction, the referenced 
Bridge Design Data (B.D.D.) Sheets, the bearing specification (Section 
565 - Bridge Bearings) and the bearing materials specifications should 
be consulted by the designer when selecting bearings for each bridge. 
The selection process must include design considerations, maintenance 
considerations and cost. 

MODIFIED BY EI 84-033 EFFECTIVE 
6/22/84 & EI 85-050 EFFECTIVE 
10/25/85

SUPERSEDED BY EI 97-028 
EFFECTIVE 5/21/98












































































































