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Tempora?f'�1crete Median Barrier has been a standard since Jan•.:a.ry 1979; however,
there haven 1 t been al'.!' -formal, written guidelines for treatment at barrier ter­
mir..ala. The tapered end section shown on the standard sheet has been ap-prove1 in
the past for most appli�atione but in some instances it has been necessary to pro-
vide impact attenuator devices. 

The following guidelines are recommended for terminating concrete �edian barrier L�
constrtic·cion work zones. They are based ?n several years of field observations on 
construction projects.

l. The barrier flare rate should follow the recommendations giYen in "Guide for
Selecting, Locating, and DesigrJ.ng Traffic .Barriers" (AASRTO Barrier Guide). 
These are: 

FLARE BATE vs, OPERATING SPEED 

§peed RAli Speed � 

70 20:1 50 14:1 
60 17:1 40 11:l 
55 15:l JO 8:1 

2. On approaches, blililt ends should be avoided except where they can be adequately
shielded by auother �arrier er embedded into a backslopa. Where this �annot be 
accomplished, either a sloped end section or an impact attenuator should be pro­
vided. The following should be used to dete�ne which: 

A. Wher.. the end or th2 first full height section or barrier would 1.:)e 12' or
more re�oved from approach trafflc, provide a tapered end section. 

B. When the end will be within 12' of apprcac:i traffic, use the tapered end
section if operating speeds will be 40 MPH or less and an impact atter.ua.to� 
when high.er speeds arc expected. 

C. When curves, weaves, �er�es, an.cl other traffic conflict situ.3.t�ons exist, 
impact atter.:..:ators r.�y be warranted, �ven though the first full :.eight 'bar­
rier would be 12' or more rez,oved from traffic. 
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