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The July 1, 1983 MUTCD contains new sign lateral clearance and height requirements for
different types of highways. Lateral clearance depends on shoulder width and the pre-

sence of curbs. Height is a function of lateral clearance and the likeliheod of parked
cars or pedestrians.

t

The designer should consider the new lateral clearance and height requirements in
determining mounting height for selecting the slip base and post size. To implement
these changes in contracts, the Final Plan Review Bureau will insert the attached

note in contract proposals in order to change the requirements given on the
standard sheets.

This Engineering Instruction takes effect with the letting of Jamuary 12, 1984,
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tigr Qlearance #2culrements

Delete the lateral clesrance and neight raquirements given on Standard

Sheets 645-7, 645-13R1,

£45-20, 645-23 and 645-24 and replace witn the

foilowing: - -
HEIGHT FROM THE PAVEMENT EDGE TO THE BOTTOM OF THE SIGN
CONVENTIONAL
HIGHWAYS AND EXPREISWAYS FREENALS e
NO PARKED PARKED 30 FT. OR GREATER LESS THAN
VEHICLES OR | VEHICLES OR LATERAL 30 FT. LATERAL
PEDESTRIANS | PEDEZTRIANS | CLEARANCE CLEARANCE
MUTCD CODE Ga&l s FT. 7FT S FT. 7FT. 8 FT.
| MuTco cooesal
| MUTCO GRPE G 41, 8FT. 5 FT. S FT. 4FT.
CODE
PoW. M SFT. 7FT. = 8 FT. 5 FT.
MUTCD cc':mw: e
PW MW . - 8 FT. )
?ﬁb‘d MORE Us it .
P I
, LATERAL CLEARANCE TO THE EDGE OF THE SIGN
AURAL CONVENTIONAL | URBAN CONVEHNTIONAL
HIBHWAYS HIGHWAYS AND EXPRESSWAY FREEWAYS
: AND EXPRESSWAYS
| IHOULHER SHOULDER SHOULDER SHOULDER |cyurpep [SHOULDER |SHOULDER
1 WIDTH OF LESS| WIDTHOF S FT. | WIDTH OF LESS [WIDTH OF 6 FT. I o o [WIDTHS OF |WIDTHS OF
! THAN 8 FT. |OR SREATER | TMAN 8 FT. |OR SREATER '-5353 }'!pf" BGT‘E-AQQR
? 2 (2 FT. MiN. | 8 FT. WIN 2FT. [I12FT.MIN. | & FT. 4N,
|MOTE2 |12 FT- MIN. 1 s FT.uIN. | FRow THE | FROM THE MIN. | FROM THE | FROM THE
CODE | FROM THE PAVEMENTS | SHOULDERS .
R. P FROM THE EDGE WHERE EDGE WHERE FROM PAVEMENT { SHOULDERS
won, | PAEMENTS | sHouLDERS | FEASIBLE OR | FEASIBLE OR aE EDGE L L
o8l EDEE 2 FT.MINMUM | 2 FT. Mnvum| ERE2  seE NOTES) ;
Notes: 1. Where there is guide rail the lateral clearance may be reduced to

not less than two feet beyond the guide rail; except that signs on

post types 8-14 shall have the minimum clearance from the back face

of the guide rail to the first pos

t as given on Standard Sheet

645-13R1.

2. Where there are physical limitations or visibility considerations
and the above requirements cannot be met, the signs shall be lo=-
cated as directed by the Engineer.

3. In addirion to the height requirements given above, signs on posts
with slip bases from Standard Sheets 645-13R1 and 645-30 shall
have a minimum clearance from the ground surface to the bottom of
the lowest panel of 5 ft. min.

4. Signs along bicycle paths shall have lateral clearance of at least
3 £t. from the edge of the path and height of at least &4 ft. above
the path.

5. Where feasible on freeways, a 30 ft. minimum lateral clearance from

the edge of pavement is desirable for large guide signs.



