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BACKGROUND 

Engineering Instruction 79-34 established Department policy for the in­
clusion of pavement markings in capital projects. That policy recognized 
the need to provide pavement markings that remain visible and effective 
throughout the year to regulate traffic and delineate. the roadway. It 
was based on the Department's experience with several marking materials 
at that time. 

Since 1979, pavement marking technology has advanced, and this Department 
�as gained incr�ased experience with various durable marking materials. 
Based on current knowledge and materials technology, the Department's 
marking program can be improved by adopting several changes-based on the 
following points: 

1) The need remains to provide pavement markings which are visible
and effective throughout the· year to regulate traffic and
delineate the roadway.

2) Hot extruded thermoplastic reflectorized pavement markings
have continued to perform reasonably well on new asphalt
pavements in most cases.

3) Two component epoxy pavement markings have performed well on
a number of portland cement pavements, and have also shown
promise on asphalt pavements. Based on current experience,
this material is the best choice for portland cement pavements
and is an acceptable alternate on asphalt pavements.

4) Preformed tapes have generally provided excellent durability
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on both asphalt and portland cement pavements, but reflectivity
declines to very poor levels with traffic wear. In addition,
costs are high relative to other materials. For small total
project quantities and for intersection markings, ease of
installation makes its cost more competitive. Because of
its excellent durability, this material is the oest choice
for intersection markings, and acceptable for roadways with
high traffic volumes where �eflectivity is not a critical need.
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