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cracking of asphalt concrete overlays at the transverse joints of 
portl cement concrete pavements reduces the service life of the ovcd.ay. 
Studies done by the Technical Services Division indicate that saw:i ng and 
sealing the overlay is an effective procedure to reduce the effects of 
reflective cracking at the tI'ansverse joints and extend the service life 
of the overlay on concrete pavements with high volumes of mixed traffic. 

Attached is a special specification, Item 18403.25� Sawing and Sealing 
Bituminous Concrete Overl�ys. Starting with the letting of March 3, 

1983, this specification should be included for transverse joints when 
overlaying PCC pavement for the first time on mixed traffic highways having 
more than 5000 vehicles per day in the.most heavily travelled lane. 

Overlays qver: PCC pavements, -however, which have lost structural integrity 
at the joint areas due to blow ups·, concrete deterioration, subgrade 
failure, or exhibit general lack of support will not be benefitted by this 
procedure. Therefore, where you have such cases you should omit sa1\fing 
and sealing the overlay. 
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