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A review of Bridge Rating Computations indicates that a question exists in the 
interpretation of the Manual For Maintenance Inspection of Bridges, 1978 in 
regards to placement of live loads on the structure. 

In rating the structure the following procedure will be followed: 

1. The number of design lanes will be in accordance with the.AASHTO
Standard Specifications for Highway Bridges except that two lanes
shall be considered for roadway widths down to 18 1

• However, if
the lanes in use under actual traffic exceed this requirement then
the actual number of traffic lanes in use should be used to rate the
structure.

2. All trucks or lane loads will be kept within the lanes used to rate
the structure. ... 

3. The distribution of loads shall be detennined in accordance with the
current AASHTO Standard Specifications for Highway Bridges except
when the width of traffic lanes is less than 10 feet. For lane widths
less than 10 feet the truck loading shall be positioned to provide 1.5
feet between an edge of lane and the center of a wheel load, and the
lane loading shall be assumed to occupy the entire lane width.

4. When the bridge rating affects the posting of a bridge and is influenced
by sidewalk loads, such as a girder carrying sidewalk and truck loading.
the 4th paragraph on Page 32 of the Manual For Maintenance Inspection
of Bridges, 1978 concerning sidewalk loadings should be reviewed by the
Engineer. The Engineer must then detennine the probable maximum side­
walk load and make a determination of unit loading to be used. The
loading to be used will not exceed the design loading as given in the
AASHTO Standard Specification for Highway Bridges.
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