
( 

Subject Code: 

Distribution: 
� Main Office lEJ Regions 

APPROVED: 

7.35-2 

[ID Special Code: f, I. 82-13 

Dote: 
£.EB 8!.!8.El_liJ.. 98

Supersedes: 

Several years ago, it was detennined that the railing clamps used on two and four rail 
steel bridge railing installed between the mid 1960 1 s and mid 1970's were a serious 
maintenance liability. (See attached Detail #1). Therefore, a new clamp was designed 
and made part of the standard details. 

The new design cannot be used with the older railing systems mentioned a.bove. Therefore, 
a modified version was developed (see attached Detail #2} for retrofitting existing 
systems with the inadequate clamp. A very similar clamp has been used by the Maintenance 
Division for several years. In addition, the details for the modified ve��ion (Detail #2) 
,were infonnally distributed to Designers, on·a job-by-job basis, in both the Main Office 
and Regions for use on various rehabilitation contracts. 

Effective immediately, rail clamps of the type depicted i� Detail #1 shall be replaced 
by clamps built according tt, ·oetail #2 on all bridge rehabilitation contracts where they 
are encountered. 

Designers should assure themse1ves that the replacement clamps will fit the railing 
systems on which they are to be used. A railing system was recently encountered wh·rch 
was not built according to the Contract Plans. This fact was not noticed until the 
Contractor was ready to install the clamps. New modified clamps had to be ordered at 
the State 1 s expense. 

If you have any questions, contact the. Special Design Unit at 518-457-2459. 
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