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Because of distress observed in the abutments and backwalls of structures on 
portland cement concrete highways, starting in the late sixties we began to 
retrofit pressure relief joints at existing bridges and to include stress 
relief joints in new construction. 

While both four C4} inch joints and five (5) foot wide joints were available, 
most new construction and retrofit constructi'on as well, employed only five 
foot  wide relief joints constructed of various courses of asphalt concrete. 
The primary advantages of the four inch·.joints were that they provided better 
riding qualities and did not cause the joints of adjacent slabs to open up as 
much during seasonal expansion/contraction cycles. Unfortunately, in many 
inst.ances they tended to close up too quickly. r�sulting in short useful lives. 

This EI disapproves the following items and similar regional specifications: 

15502.4505 - Cement Concrete Pavement Stress Relief Joints (TYPE E) 
15502.4506 - Cement Concrete Pavement Stress Relief Joints (TYPE F) 
15502.4507 - Cement Concrete Pavement Stress Relief Joints (TYPE G) 

15502.4508 - Cement Concrete Pavement Stress Relief Joints (TYPE H) 

This EI also establishes the following new items: 

15502.4509 - Cement Concrete Pavement Pressure Relief Joints 
' --

15502�4599 - Pressure Relief Joints in Existing Cement Concrete Pavement 

The first of these replaces Item 15502.4506 and is to be used on new cement 
concrete pavem�nt construction. The second is to be used on existing concrete 
pavements. 

This EI shall be effective with the letting of June 24, 1982. 
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