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This Engineering Instruction will describe procedures for the preparation of 
Design Reports for bridge replacement projects. It will apply to any project 
consisting primarily of the replacement of an existing bridge. For a highway 
reconstruction project that happens to include the replacement of an existing 
bridge, the procedures of the Design Procedure Manual will apply. This pro­
cedure does not apply to any bridge rehabilitation projects. For those, see 
the current "Procedure far Bridge Rehabilitation Projects." 

The appropriate Category II or III procedures and fonnat in the DesiQn Pro­
cedure Manual of the Facilities Design Division shall be followed as supple­
mented or amended by this instruction. Nonna11y the Preliminary Plan Review 
Bureau (PPRB) will be the agency responsible for progressing these projects 
through design approval. 

The designer should give early consideration to the possibility of_qreater 
benefits, such as improved highway alignment, increased capacity or, the re­
placement of two bridges with one which might be achieved by replacement of the 
bridge at a totally different sit�. 

In confonnance with current Department policy, all bridge replacement pro-
jects which are eligible for Federal Aid shall be progressed to so qualify 
them. Prior to the preparation of a design report, the PPRB sha 11 set the 
design criteria for the project in coordination with Structures Division (SD) 
based on approved traffic from The Project Development Bureau. The Region should 
submit support data to PPRB and SO such as existing highway widths, functional 
class of highway and·an indication of any right-of-way problems, recognizing 
different types of structures may require different takings. 

The Regional Office (RO) should detennine the appropriate type of design report 
to be used from the Design Procedure Manual based on the project's Category and 
environmental effect. One of the eight copies of the Phase I report should be 
sent directly to the SD with a copy of the memorandum transmitting the other 
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