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• This Engineering Instruction (El) is effective beginning with projects submitted for the letting of
September 7, 2006.
• This EI does not supersede any previous issuances.
• The information transmitted by this issuance will reside in the Special Specifications directory of the
Toolbox Server.

PURPOSE: The purpose of this EI is to issue the revised special specification for building condition 
survey and vibration monitoring (nonblasting). 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION: 

• Design guidance for the use of the special specification for building condition survey and vibration
monitoring (nonblasting) is being issued concurrently via EI 05-045.

• The revised special specification for building condition survey(s) and vibration monitoring is not
intended to be used as a pay item for vibration monitoring during blasting operations. Monitoring
vibrations generated via blasting operations are controlled by the Standard Specifications §203-3.05 Rock
Excavation C. Explosive Loading Limits and are described in the Geotechnical Engineering Manual
(GEM-22) Procedures/or Blasting, issued under EB 05-012.

• Nonblasting construction operations (e.g., excavation, pavement removal, backfill and compaction,
demolition, driving of piles and sheeting, etc.) may damage or distress adjacent sensitive buildings,
structures, or utilities. The special specification is intended to assess the condition of the building,
structure or utility prior to these adjacent construction operations to develop a condition baseline. A
companion special specification includes requirements for monitoring vibrations to record the intensity of
the adjacent construction operation(s). This information may be used to resolve disputes.

• PIN Approval: The building condition survey and vibration monitoring (nonblasting) special
specifications are to be approved on a project-by-project basis. Designers must send their request for
approval to the Design Quality Assurance Bureau (DQAB) and the Geotechnical Engineering Bureau
(GEB) through the Regional Special Specification Coordinator as per Highway Design Manual (HOM)
Chapter 21.
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