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The Department has established the following policy on the use of pavement 
marking materials, and surface texture and color contrast. The policy is 
based on the following: 

1. Pavement markings should be visible and effective throughout the
year to regulate traffic and delineate the roadway.

2. Hot extruded thermoplastic reflectorized pavement markings have
performed well on bituminous concrete pavements throughout the
State. They can be expected to have an average service life of
5 years on bituminous concrete. The actual service life will vary
with traffic volume and use of abrasives (de-icing materials� etc.).

3. Preformed ref1ectorized pavement markings have performed well on
both bituminous and portland cement concrete pavements except for
some extensive losses-when applied in cooler weather during the
Fall. The specifications for these materials have been changed to
restrict their placement to warm weather.

4. Surface texture and color contrast has not been effective in
delineating the shoulder adjacent to bituminous concrete.
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