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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION: 
• This Engineering Instruction is effective for projects submitted for the letting of May 6, 2004.
• This EI supersedes the Special Specifications issued by EI 96-001.

Date 

• The Standard Specifications revisions issued by this EI will be incorporated into the next update of the Standard
Specifications.

• The design guidance in EI 96-001 is not superseded and will be incorporated into the next revision of Chapter
16 of the Highway Design Manual.

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this EI is to issue a standard specification for temporary rumble strips for use in construction work zones. 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION: 

The revised specification for temporary rumble strips for construction work zones incorporates this item into the 
Standard Specifications. The specification allows the use of preformed plastic strips in addition to raised asphalt strips, 
recessed, saw-cut or milled-in strips, and strips formed from layers of pavement-marking tape. 

Experience with temporary rumble strips on Department projects confirms the effectiveness of the suggested layout 
pattern in EI 96-001 and thickness requirements in the specification. Some other observations follow. 

1. Proper pavement surface preparation is essential for good performance of tape and preformed rumble strips.
Pavement must be in good condition and clean, and rumble strips must be applied according to the
manufacturer's instructions (proper air and pavement temperatures, absence of moisture, appropriate adhesive)
for best results. Strips do not adhere well to pitted, deteriorated pavement and will pull away from the pavement
if not properly applied.

2. Rumble strips formed from pavement-marking tape provide optimal performance when multiple layers of tape,
preferably four, are placed directly on top of one another. These strips create the right level of noise and can be
felt within a vehicle without causing a jarring effect.

3. Because preformed strips rely upon ridges and depressions in the strip to enhance their audible and tactile effect,
they can have a slightly lower profile than strips formed of tape and still provide good warning to drivers.
Therefore, a lower minimum thickness is specified. Strips higher than 13 mm are considered to be too aggressive
and may not be used. The maximum thickness for preformed strips ( 13 mm) is the same as for tape strips and
raised asphalt strips.










