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The fatigue life of lateral gusset plate connecttons to prtmary members in tension has 
been a matter of concern for some time. Tne snop tnspectton of these weldments are 
extensive and time consll!ling. An error in tnspectton could cause the failure of a
primary memfier. Htgh strength bolted connecttons· sfiall 6e used tn lieu of welding for 
the attachment of lateral gusset plates. This revtsion is effective inmediately. 

The revised Standard Specifications for Highway Bridges has Been issued with El 79-15
dated April 24, 1979. Please' refer to NY 150, tttled "Special Note-Lateral Connections. 11 

Revised copies of BOD and GLD sheets wil 1 fie forwarded when available. Some typical 
sketches of halted connections are attach.ed for your guidance. A single line of bolts 
should 6e used where possi:6.le to keep tfie reductton tn gross section to a minimum. The 
minimwn edge distance shall fie two tncfies for primary memfiers. 

If making the revisions would require postponement of the PS&E, or would be particularly 
time conslltling please provide Mr. D.J. Massimil fan (518-457-4452} with the following 
infonnation: 
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A detennina�ton wi.11 6.e made 6.y this office and FHlfA regardtng sucfl. projects 
considertng tfie afiove tnfonnation and the detatls of tfie spectfic structure. 

Consulting Engineers prepart_ng plans for new structures shall fol low the above 
notification procedure, as well as destgners wttfi::tn tfie Su6.divi'ston. 
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