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The referenced sections of the Standard Specifications give detailed instructions 
concerning the methods and procedures to be followed when preparing metal surfaces 
to receive paint. In addition, reference is made to the Steel Structures Painting 
Council. (SSPC) Specifications which include pictorial standards of acceptable 
surface condition after work has been completed for both Brush-Off Blast Cleaning· 
and Commercial Blast Cleaning (removal of rust and loose paint to bare steel). 

The Department has experienced difficulties in the recent past in two areas 

( 
concerning the application of these specifications: 

1. In many instances, the bid price for Maintenance Cleaning and
Priming of Structural Steel has far exceeded the Department's 
estimate for the work. 

2. In some instances, a dispute arose between the Contractor and
the Engineer in Charge relative to the amount of existing 
metal surface which was to be subjected to commercial blast
cleaning (bare metal). 

In an attempt to minimize the above situations the following procedure shall apply 
on all future ?rejects involving the cleaning and priming of structural steel: 

1. The Designer shall arrange for a field inspection of each structure
to be pair1 ted not more than one (1) year preceeding the P. S.  & E. 
submittal ciate. The inspector's report shall indicate the percent
of steel surface area requiring commercial blast cle;.;. i1ing to the 
neare'st 20 percent (i.e. 0 - 20 _- 40 - 60 - 80 - 100). The SSPC
specifications shall be used as a guide in determining t ... ' 
amount of surface which will require commercial blast cle&1ing.
The estimated price for the cleaning item should be based on 
this determination.
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