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RedEnt laws on Mined Land Reclamation and the Adirondack Park Agency as well

as other state and local laws and ordinances are causing delays and, in some
situations, even prohibiting contractors from obtaining local horrow material.
Legal restrictions have had the effect of increasing the cost of earthwork

to the Department. It is important that all designers are aware of this trend.

It shall be the policy of this Department to make optional borrow areas within
the highway right of way available to contractors wherever practicable and to
show all such areas on the plans. When an optional borrow area is designated,
the contractor will be permitted to excavate material subject to any restrictions
imposed by the State. The designation of optional borrow areas should have

the effect of reducing earthwork cost and minimizing the hauling of materials
over local roads outside the project limits.

Ideally, balancing of earthwork is most effectively accomplished by adjustments

to line and grade in early stages of plan development consistent with established
criteria. Projects that require borrow should be carefully examined by the
designer to determine if optional borrow areas can be designated: without detriment
to the projeet objectives.

Some ideas are illustrated on the attached sheet:

A, Removal of mounded medians and gores.

B. Excavation of oversized ditches.

C. Fiattening or lateral shifting of cut slopes.

D. Flattening rock cut slopes. Daylight side hill cuts.
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If one or more of these concepts appears beneficial and dees not adversely
affect aesthetic, or envirommental conditions, a designer should:

I - Consult with the Soils Engineer or other appropriate functional unit
representative,

II - Include sketches or other appropriate details as a part of the
plans. This information should be tailored by the Designer to
the individual project location. The objective of the sketches
should be to establish the limiting conditioms to which an
optional borrow socurce cen be used.

IIT - In order to make these optional borrow areas compatibie with the
Specifications, a note similar to the following shall be included
in the contract:

a) The Contractor's request to use the optional borrow area(s)

for this project will be approved by the Engineer provided the
Contractor:

1) Designates the locations and limits of his intended use.

2) Agrees to conform with the requirements of Specification
sub-sections 107-11 and 107-12 of the Jan., 3, 1978
Standard Specifications in the utilization of these areas.

b) In the event the Contractor chooses %o use an optional borrow area:

1) A royalty will not be required from the Contractor by the
State for material cbtained from these areas.

2) Payment will be made for such additional excavaticn
beyond the design slope only when the extra material
qualifies and is wtilized as borrow for a projeet
item which is paid for in its original position. No
rayment for excavation will be made when the material
is used for an item paid for in its final compacted
position. In this case, the material will e paid
for under the item for which it is used.

3) The cost of any additional seeding, milching, drainage
appurtenances, fereing or other items of work related
to the optional borrow areas shall be borne by the
Contractor.

Restrictions such as stated in the opening sentence have become the rule ratrer than
the exception. The days when a desigper might believe Cantraciors can balance any
Job are gone. In their place we have ancther situation where the Department's Design
Engineers must continue to make beneficial value Judgements on a day by day »asis for
the projects they are entrusted with completing.

T

PS: Part II of EI 74-92 construction is now sub-seeticn 203-1.16 of the Ste-dard
Specifications.
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A REMOVAL OF MEDIAN &/0R GORES
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