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in the design of long stringers and girders, simple or con-
tinuous, straight or curved, consideration. should be given
to the need for field splices. Bolted field splices are
preferred over welded field splices whenever aesthetically
acceptable because of substantial savings in time and money.

Except for those cases where it is obvious that no fleld
splice will be required (span lengths less than 120 feet for
straight or long radius curved members), the flanges should
have sufficlent excess area at points where splicing is an-
ticipated to permit a bolted splice to be made.

Splice locations are generally selected near transitions 1in
flange thickness or width where there is sufficlent flange
area to permit hole drilling while still maintaining the
required net area,

WYhen rolled beams are used for continuous structures, the
field splices should be located in areas where no cover
plates are required and consideration should be given to the
fact that the fatigue strength of the section adjacent to
the bolted connection (Category B¥) is less than the fatigue
strength of the base metal in areas where theré is no svlice
{Category A%*),

*See Article 1.7.3 of the Standard Specifications for
Highway Bridges.
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