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In order to minimize maintenance problems, reduce maintenance costs and
eliminate the hzzard frequently associated with the painting of bridges,
superstructures'of unpainted weathering (A 5B8) steel should normally be
specified for the design of structures spanning waterways or railrocads,
where prestressed concrete design is inappropriate. For steel structures
spanning highways, the use of unpainted weathering steel should be consid~
ered in order to gain the same advantages where substructure staining can
be avoided or minimized, or at locations where such staining would not be
deemed aesthetically displeasing.
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To the degree necessary, the contract plans should include details of con-
struction methods, materials and/or practices to prevent or remove substruc—
ture staining considered to be objectionable. For structures prominently
exposed to the view of great numbers of people, elaborate measures should

be employed. On the contrary, for isolated structures, or for those in
unattractive environments, little or no protective measures need be taken.

.For structures spanning railroad yards, consideration should also be given
to the employment of unpainted weathering steel cap beams and columns for
piers where accessibility for repair would be a major problem.

Requests by communities or others for the painting of weathering steel
should generally be denied, except those with strong justification. To
avoid complications during and subsequent to construction, this matter
should be considered and a determination made prior to the completion of
final design.
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