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. Purpose: This EB transmits a revised Materials Specification, 704-07 Segmental Retaining Wall Block, and 
guidelines for its implementation on ongoing contracts. 

Effective Date: The revised Materials Specification, 704-07 Segmental Retaining Wall Block will appear in 
proposals for contracts submitted for letting on or after July 8, 1999. 

Backa:round: When the Materials Specification for Retaining Wall Block was first issued, reference EI 96-018, 
the sampling and testing requirements for the block were derived from existing specifications for similar 
products such as concrete pavers. Recently there have been National Standards issued that specifically address 
Retaining Wall Block. These standards contain test methods that more closely represent the actual exposure 
conditions the block will see when in service. In order to stay current with these standards the Department's 
Sampling and Testing requirements for Retaining Wall Block have been revised. 

Summary Of Revisions: 
1) Lot Size: The definition oflot size has been changed from a maximum of 8000 blocks to a maximum equal

to the number of blocks required to form 550 m2 of finished wall face.
2) Absorption: The water absorption requirement has been changed from a maximum of 5 .0% by weight to

a maximum of 125 kg per cubic meter of block.
3) Freeze Thaw: The freeze thaw resistance test has been changed from a NYSDOT Test Method to ASTM

C1262. Under ASTM Cl 262 samples will be tested in a 3% NaCl solution for 42 cycles with a maximum
allowable weight loss of 1.0%.

Cost Impact: There are no cost increases or decreases anticipated relative to these revisions. 

Field Information: This Bulletin authorizes use of the revised specification effective immediately on all 
ongoing construction projects. This substitution is to be allowed, at the contractor's option, with the condition 
that there is no change in the unit bid prices for the affected items. No Order-On-Contract is required. A copy 
of this Bulletin shall be made part of the project records on any project where the substitution is implemented, 
in accordance with the Department's Contract Administration Manual {CAM) Section 104-03 I.4. 

Main Office Actions: The revised Materials Specification 704-07 Segmental Retaining Wall Block will be 
a Main Office insert into proposals containing the Segmental Block Retaining Wall Item 17632.15M, and will 
be incorporated into the next Addendum to the 1995 Standard Specifications. 

Contact People: Lou Cocozzo, Materials Bureau, (518) 457-5956 and Jodi Riano, Construction Division, 
(518) 485-1834.
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