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I. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

--------
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Supersedes: 

Traffic speed in highway work zones is an important factor affecting the
safety of a construction project, both for the traveling public and for the
construction workers and Department personnel. Slowing motorists down as
they enter a work zone is very difficult, and a basic design principle is
that, to the maximum extent possible, work zone traffic controls should be
designed to permit safe traffic flow at speeds as close to the approach
speeds as possible.

One ot the few effective methods available to control traffic speeds in 
highway work zones is strict enforcement of posted speed limits by police 
agencies. To permit enforcement, it is necessary to ensure that speed 
limits are legally established and posted. The decision to include a 
reduced speed limit is normally made during design, and included in the 
traffic control plan. However, at times it may not become apparent until 
construction is underway that a speed limit reduction is needed. 

This Engineering Bulletin is intended to provide guidance to construction 
personnel to establish appropriate work zone speed limits as follows: 

1. It reviews the principle sources of information available on the
subject.

2. It discusses the Department's philosophy on work zone speed control.

3. It lists the three procedures available for establishing speed limits,
and the signing requirements for each.

4. It provides suggested guidelines for establishing and documenting work
zone speed limits.

The information provided herein is not intended to dictate rigid policy. 
Instead, the Regional Construction Groups should use these general 
guidelines and information to make project-specific decisions, because the 

l

MODIFIES EB 85-021

SUPERSEDED BY EI 95-032 
EFFECTIVE 7/27/95
















