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This El is effective with projects submitted for the letting of March 21, 2002. It should be 
incorporated on projects with earlie"r lettings if possible. No El's are superseded by this issuance. 

PURPOSE: 

This El establishes new requirements for the use of concrete bridge barrier. Its provisions will 
eventu�lly be incorporated into future issuances of the Bridge Manual. 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION: 

All new and replacement bridges and deck or superstructure replacements on interstate and other 
controlled access, high speed highways shall use concrete bridge barrier (parkways without truck 
traffic and culvert structures are excluded}. For interstate bridges, 1.07m high F shape or single 
slope barrier shall be used. For other fully or partially controlled access, high speed highways, 

. designers should evaluate the required rc;1iling design service level according to Section 6.4.1 of the 
Bridge Manual to determine if the service level is Test Level-4 and an 865mm high concrete safety 
shape barrier can be used. 

Exceptions to the guidance contained in this El should be discussed and justified in the Design 
Approval Document and be approved by the Deputy Chief Engineer Structures. Exceptions that will 
be considered are in the cases of a deck replacement when the existing superstructure is not 
adequate for the increased dead load associated with a concrete barrier or where a concrete barrier 
on the inside of curve would reduce sight distance to less than the allowable. 

It is expected that the cost of concrete barrier will be the same or less than steel railing. 
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