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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION. This policy takes effect for Highway Work Permit 
applications received after December 31, 1998. This El does not supersede any previous 
issuances. 

PURPOSE. To establish Department policy that metric design is not required for engineering 
work associated with highway work permits except where project changes to the highway 
require significant revisions to existing metric record plans or where the permit work will be 
coordinated with a Department capital project. 

This policy applies to all work permits including residential and commercial driveway permits and 
utility permits. It exempts most work permits from Department capital program metric design 
requirements and allows the Department to promote metrication to the public through an 
appropriate transition. 

BACKGROUND. The Department's conversion of the capital program to the metric system 

is well underway. Department staff is now capable of designing and reviewing designs of both 
english and metric units. After December 31, 1998, the Department will no longer maintain its 
Standard Specifications with english measurements. Converting highway work permit projects 

to metric design seems a natural step, but may cause problems for local governments, 
permittees, consultants and the business community. Local governments and the public are not 
converting to the metric system and may want the project designed in english units regardless 
of Department requirements. Since most of our record plans are still in english, permittees are 
likely to consider a requirement for metric design to be a bureaucratic nuisance. Consultant 
familiarity with the metric system is variable. Some larger firms have experience with metric 
design while smaller firms may not. The consulting industry needs a uniform policy statewide 
so that no consultant has an unfair advantage in seeking the design work. The Department is 
committed to reducing regulatory barriers and must be sensitive to the impacts of its policies 
and actions on both individual permittees and the community. 

POLICY. The Design Division, Traffic Engineering and Highway Safety Division and the 

Office of Engineering Metric Conversion Committee agree on the following policy. While 
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