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EFFECTIVE DATE 

This El is effective immediately. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has informed us that the FHWA and Department of 
Defense (DOD) have updated the inter-agency coordination when a project on an Interstate System 
roadway is to be advanced with a design exception to standard vertical clearance. This El describes 
our Department's procedures to provide this coordination. The procedures are based on the 
guidance in the attached August 15, 1997 memo, "Vertical Clearance, Interstate System 
Coordination of Design Exceptions" from FHWA's Associate Administrator for Program Development 
to the FHWA Regional Administrators and the Federal Lands Highway Program Administrator. 

REQUIREMENTS 

For projects on the Interstate System to be advanced with a design exception to the standard 4.9 
m (16') vertical clearance, the NYSDOT or the New York State Thruway Authority will coordinate with 
the Military Traffic Management Command Transportation Engineering Agency (MTMCTEA) during 
preliminary design, prior to requesting FHWA's concurrence with the design exception. This 
coordination applies for all Interstate routes except: 

(1) 

(2) 

Interstates in urban areas where another route provides the single 4.9 m (16') routing 
for the urban area. (These single 4.9 m (16') routings are identified for the New York 
City, Kingston, Albany-Schenectady, Utica, Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo urban 
areas in the package from FHWA that the Planning and Program Development 
Group's December 11, 1997 memo forwarded to the Regional Planning and Program 
Managers.). 

Sections of 1-90, 1-87 and 1-190, which were exempted from the 4.9 m (16') vertical 
clearance as described in El 91-22. (NYSDOT will still ha·ve to submit justifications to 
FHWA on these bridges as described in El 91-22. However, FHWA has agreed to 
accept a justification to retain clearances of not less than 4.3 m (14') based on the fact 
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