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EFFECTIVE DA TE: These directives shall be implemented in all Department contracts let on or after 
January 15, 1998. If it can be implemented on projects let before January 15, 1998, it should also be 
implemented on those projects, provided that existing plans or designs in progress can be modified as necessary 
in a reasonable and timely manner. 

PURPOSE: This instruction provides new directives for the design and detailing of Concrete Bridge Decks, 
that replace our current practice. 

BACKGROUND: The Department is actively engaged in continuous improvement in all its operations. In 
this vein the Chief Engineer directed that a Task Force be formed to review all aspects of bridge decks with 
the expressed goal to revise existing and/or develop new policies, standards, and specifications, that reflect the 
current state-of-the-art. Many of the bridges in the State are deficient by FHWA's definitions solely because 
of the deck condition. Also, it is the Department's experience that as decks deteriorate the rest of the bridge 
deteriorates at a faster rate. 

The Task Force was composed of Department leaders from the Structures Design and Construction, Technical 
Services, and Construction Divisions. A work group from these same Divisions and also with Regional 
representation provided valuable assistance. 

The final recommendations were made to the Chief Engineer in a report dated October 31, 1995, and received 
an emphatic endorsement to proceed with implementation. The recommendations are divided into three areas: 
design, materials, and construction. The materials recommendations were implemented with EI 96-24, 96-53 
and 96-54. 

The directives presented here deal with those recommendations that are related to structural design. Additional 
Task Force recommendations related to structural design are undergoing further study in the Division. 

The following three (3) directives apply to all cast-in-place concrete bridge decks supported on steel or 
concrete stringers, that are designed by or for the Department. 
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