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Administrative Information. This instruction takes effect for projects initially scheduled for the letting of April 9, 1998 
and thereafter, but may be implemented sooner at the Region's discretion. Projects initially planned and designed to be let 
prior to the April 9, 1998 letting but were postponed because of the "year end rush" to that letting, or a few lettings later, are 
exempted from this instruction This instuction doesn't supersede any existing instruction. Nothing is transmitted with this 
instruction. 

Purpose. The purpose of this instruction is to advise designers of a federal rule and the measures they should take in 
response to it. The policy contained in this instruction is considered design policy which hereby modifies the Highway 
Design Manual and which will eventually be incorporated into the Highway Design Manual. Details of the federal rule and 
other background material are contained below in the section of this instruction entitled "Background." 

Background. The Federal Highway Administration, pursuant to the Intennodal Surface Transportation and Efficiency Act, 
(!STEA) (§1073,PublicLaw 102-240, 12/18/91) issued notice ofafinal rule on July 16, 1993 which contained the following 
statement: 

"Also, contingent upon the results of ongoing research and service perfoID1ance available at the time, the FHW A 
anticipates that approximately five years after adoption of this rule that all new installations of traffic barriers and 
other roadside safety features on the NHS projects will be only those that have been judged to meet the testing and 
evaluation criteria in Report 350." 

The above quotation is being interpreted to mean that the various operational safety features, such as guiderails, median 
barriers. and their terminals must all be crash tested with the 2000 kg ( 4400 pound) pickup truck. Only those that 
successfully pass such tests may continuelo be included in contracts on the National Highway System (NHS) advertised after 
September 30, 1998. Since final rules are binding on the states, we need to issue instructions bringing our practices into 
conformance with the rule. 

Pursuant to the rule, manufacturers have begun crash testing their products. Additionally, the FHW A itself has 
:financed a nwnber of crash tests of nationally used non-proprietary systems. These tests have included crash tests of weak 
post corrugated guiderail with 2000 kg pickup trucks at impact angles of 25° and speeds of 100 1an/h and 70 km/h, nominally. 
The weak post corrugated guiderail passed at 70 km/h but not at the higher speed. Consequently, the final rule would 
prohibit new installations of weak post corrugated guiderail on the NHS where speeds are in excess of 70 km/h in contracts 
advertised after July 1998. 

Since the weak post cormgated guiderail passed at 70 km/h, weak post corrugated median barrier is also considered 
to have passed at that speed. Likewise, because of the failure of the weak post corrugated guiderail at the 100 km/h speed, 
the median barrier is also assumed to have failed at that speed. Therefore, the rule prevents the described installations of 
weak post corrugated median barrier too. 

General Policy. In general, it is the Department's policy to eliminate or modify roadside hazards whenever reasonable to 
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