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The purpose of this Engineering Instruction is to provide Contractors and EIC's with 
knowledge of the degree of accuracy of utility locations and information provided to designers 
during project development and shown on the Contract plans. 

This information does not relieve the Contractor of his obligations under Sections 660 through 
680 of the Standard Specifications, nor does it relieve the utility owners of their obligation to 
accurately locate their facilities. 

Effective with the letting of May 8, 1997, the Quality Level definitions shown below must be 
:ncluded in the General Notes on the Contract Plans. 

Quality Level A - The highest degree of accuracy; the utility information on the contract plans 
has been field located and verified by excavation, when appropriate. (Shown as OLA) 

Quality Level B - Subsurface geophysical locating techniques (ie. underground cameras, radar, 
sonar, tone outs, etc.) and existing record plans have been used to locate utilities. No 
excavations were performed. (Shown as OLB) 

Quality Level C - Record information provided by utility owners was plotted on the contract 
plans. Depths were not field verified. Physical surface features like manholes, valve boxes 
and hydrants have been field located. (Shown as OLC) 

Quality Level D - Existing NYSD0T and utility company records were used to locate subsurface 
utilities. (Shown as OLD) 

In addition , the Quality level for each utility shown on the utility and general plan sheets must 
be shown on the right hand side of the sheet, above the as built revision box. 

The quality level information for each set of utilities(OLA, QLB, OLC, OLD) must be 
documented in the PS & E letter of transmittal under C. Utilities.
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