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EFFECTIVE DATE. The specifications transmitted herewith are effective with the letting of 
April 24, 1997. 

BACKGROUND. Until recently, there were no generally accepted specifications for composts. 
Therefore, the Standard Specifications for recycled and/or composted organics that are found 
in Section 713-15 Organic Materials are not detailed. 

A project initiated by the Coalition of Northeastern Governors (CONEG) was designed to 
provide northeast state agencies with consistent specifications for source-separated compost. 
A CONEG task force developed model specifications with assistance from northeast state 
environmental and transportation agencies, private companies, trade groups, public interest 
organizations, and academic institutions with expertise in compost technology. The technical 
content of CONEG's model specifications reflects the best available knowledge of those who 
participated in the project. Drafts of the specifications were subjected to rigorous internal 
reviews by agencies of the northeastern states and concerned federal agencies. The consensus 
of the experts involved in the development of the specifications is that the heavy metals 
content of source-separated composts has been proven to be far below the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency's heavy metals standard. Therefore, a test for heavy metals content in 
source-separated composts is not required. 

Providing an opportunity for contractor's to use source-separated compost to amend or 
manufacture topsoil used on Department projects is an element of the State's program to 
reduce or divert wastes that would otherwise have to be disposed of in landfills or elsewhere. 

For your additional information, we have been advised by the Geotechnical Engineering Bureau 
that they are not able to test topsoil which has been amended with sewage sludge. Therefore, 
the testing section of 713-01 TOPSOIL has been revised. The revision requires that the 
Contractor must have topsoil amended with sewage sludge tested by an established 
Engineering or Agronomy firm which provides soils laboratory services. The testing shall be at 
the Contractor's sole expense. 
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