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This issuance supersedes the guidance contained in EB 95-014, Exceptions to September 1996 Metric Deadline. 

This instruction will not be incorporated into any other document but rather stands on its own as design policy relating 
to metrication. The instruction will be superseded if it becomes necessary to revise the policy or when there is no 
longer a need for guidance in dealing with lingering English designs. 

Purpose 

To establish a date after which the Department will no longer support the letting of projects which are not designed 
using metric units of measure. These non-metric projects are commonly referred to as 'English' projects or designs. 

Background 

In August 1993, the Department announced its intention to produce construction projects in metric by September 30, 
1996. This date was selected consistent with the Federal Highway Administration's deadline for requiring federally 
aided construction contracts to be metric. Although the Federal Highway Administration's deadline has changed to 
September 30, 2000, the Department is continuing to metricate consistent with the original schedule. 

Significant changes in the Department's capital construction program, however, have resulted in many English designs 
being rescheduled for letting after September 1996. In order to define the length of time during which the Department 
must maintain the capability for letting both English and metric designs, it was decided that a cut-off date would be 
established after which English lettings would no longer be routinely supported. A survey was conducted to identify 
all the English projects still being progressed and their intended letting dates. The cut-off date set forth below is based 
on a review of this data. Of the 249 English projects scheduled for letting after September 30, 1996, only 17 are 
scheduled to be let after the cut-off date (and several of these are local projects which are not affected by this policy). 

Policy 

The issuance of design policy, standards, guidance, specifications, standard sheets, bridge design data sheets, bridge 
detail sheets, test procedures/methods, etc. which are to become effective for lettings after December 31, 1998 will 
be metric only. 

The English designs remaining to be let by the Department are identified on the project listings accompanying this 
instruction. There shall be no other English designs progressed for letting by the Department. There is no need to 
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