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This Engineering Instruction (EI), along with EI 96-030, supersedes Els 90-33 and 90-09. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 

El 
96-029 

_s-)s/% 
Date 

The specifications transmitted by this EI are effective beginning with August 15, 1996 lettings. They will be 
Main Office inserts into contract documents. 

TRANS D SPECIFICATIONS; 

1. Special Specification 18502.6596, "Cracking and Seating Existing PCC Pavement", and
2. Special Specification 18502.6S96 M, "Cracking and Seating Existing PCC Pavement".

AFFECTED PAY ITEMS; Disapprove the following pay items: 

1. 18203 .9904, Cracking and Seating Existing Concrete Pavement, and
2. 08203 .9904, Cracking and Seating Existing Concrete Pavement (Modified).

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS; 

1. The following should be considered when selecting Cracking and Seating for a project:

• Cracking and Seating is appropriate wh� the majority of thermal movement within the PCC
pavement occurs at transverse slab cracks, rather than at transverse joints. This is generally the
case when 50 percent or more of the pavement slabs have open cracks. If less than 25 percent of
the pavement slabs have open cracks, these items are generally not appropriate. For cracking
between 25 and SO percent, additional techniques, such as a combination of partial- and full-depth
sawarts, redundant sawing ami sealing of the hot-:mix asphalt (HMA) overlay, or post-construction
crack sealing may be needed.

• If the existing pavement has frequent and extensive transverse joint spalls requiring full lane width
milling, consider rubblizing the pavement or including additional full-depth sawcuts to provide
pressure relief within the pavement. In previous cracking and seating projects, blowups occurred
at transverse joints that were milled full lane width because the thinner PCC pavement section (that
resulted from milling) was not capable of withstancµng forces that developed when slabs expanded
during the cracking operation.
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