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EFFECTIVE DATE: This Engineering Instruction affects contracts let on or after May 23, 1996. 

PURPOSE: This Engineering Instruction issues a new section of the Standard Specifications of January 2, 
1990 and January 2, 1995. The new section, titled "Section 402- Quality Control Asphalt Concrete -
General", is attached. 

BACKGROUND: Historically, the Department controlled production of hot mix asphalt (HMA) using 
traditional, inspection-intensive method specifications. Many states, including New York, are moving 
away from this type of specification and toward performance-related Quality Control/Quality Assurance 
(QC/QA) specifications. The Department's first performance-related specification, for compaction of 
heavy-duty HMA pavements, was written in the early I 990's. Subsequently, the Materials Bureau was 
charged to develop and implement a performance-related specification for HMA production with the 
following aims: 

• Maintain and/or improve HMA quality;
• Establish clear lines of responsibility between HMA producers and the Department; and,
• Transfer process control to HMA producers.

This performance-related specification describes materials properties which have been found to correlate 
well with pavement life and are easily tested by the producer during production. The Department continues 

' to have the responsibility for monitoring those tests and performing routine inspections to assure 
compliance with the specification. Some of the major elements of the attached QC/QA specification are: 

• Producers are responsible for all Quality Control testing during HMA production;
• Producers' Quality Control test results are used to determine HMA quality;
• Payment bonuses/penalties are used to encourage production of high quality HMA; and,
• Department's Quality hsurance procedures determine specification compliance.

COST IMPACT: The implementation of this specification should have little or no effect on the cost of 
hot mix asphalt production. Previous pilot projects using QC production resulted in no cost increase. An 
overall reduction of inspection cost is anticipated with cessation of the inspection-intensive method 
specification. 

MAIN OFFICE ACTION: The Design Quality Assurance Bureau will insert these specifications into all 
contract proposals beginning with the May 23, 1996 letting. 

CONTACT PERSON: Questions pertaining to this EI or the specification should be directed to Gary 
Frederick or Dave Whiteley of the Materials Burea� Field Engineering II Section at (518) 457-4582. 
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