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AclmiJmtrative Information: This Engineering Instruction becomes effective with the letting of August 15, 1996. 

Transmitted Materials. This EI transmits a note that will be inserted into all metric contracts that include signing 
work under Section 645. 

Purpose: Toe purpose of this Engineering Instruction is to simplify the design procedure for traffic signs on Type 
A Sign Posts, and to equitably pay contractors their actual costs for fabricating and installing traffic signs on Type 
A Sign Posts. These changes effect only metric contracts. Sign specifications on non-metric contracts will not change 
by this EI. 

Background: The 1990 Standard Specifications requires 23 pages to assign a separate item number (measured by 
"each") for �ery size, shape and combination of traffic signs. The 1995 Metric Standard Specifications replaced 
1he numerous traffic sign items with a single panel item (measured by square meter) and three separate post items 
(defined by moment capacity). These revisions were thought to equitably pay contractors for their acrual fabrication 
and installation costs, and enable contractors to select the most efficient post system. 

However, designers objected because they do not have enough site data to compute an appropriate moment 
class for the post systems. Fabricators objected because the labor cost involved in fabricating small sign panels is 
more per square meter than for larger panels, so one bid price will not correspond to acrual fabrication costs. 
Contractors objected because the post classes, based on moment capacity, do not correspond to installed cost either. 
In most cases, it is 1he number of posts, not post strength, that determines the final installed cost. There is very little 
difference in installed cost between a 3, 3.7, or 4.5 'sr,/m (2, 2½, or 3 •tJ post. 

General Designer Infonnation: In order to simplify the design of traffic signs on Type A Sign Posts, and to 
equitably pay contractors their actual fabrication and installation costs, Section 645 - SIGNS is being revised as 
follows in the 1995 Metric Standard Specifications: 

1) Toe single pay item for Ground Mounted Sign Panel, MUTCD Codes R,P,W & M, will continue to be
measured by square meter, but is being divided into four (4) separate pay items, based on sign panel width.
The selected widths were chosen for the following reasons:

A Panels up to 460 mm wide require only l post but no Z-bar stiffeners. 
B Panels up to 762 mm wide require Z-bar stiffeners and usually only 1 post. 
C Panels from 763 to 1625 mm wide require Z-bar stiffeners and 2 posts, except the 762 X 762 mm 

diamond and the 914 mm wide "YIELD" panel require only I post. 
D Panels wider than 1625 mm require Z-bar stiffeners and possibly 3 posts. See the Materials Details 

for Type "A" Sign Supports, distributed by EB 95-046. 

2) The three Type A Sign Suppon System pay items are being reduced to a single pay item, 645.81 M Type
A Sign Post. In addition, two wind zone loadings are being established for Type "A" Sign Posts, and the wind
zones for Type "B" Sign Posts are being revised. Therefore, the TYPE "A" SIGN SUPPORT TABLE,
distributed by EB 95--023, will no longer be applicable.

Umer these new specifications, the designer will estimate the number of posts required to suppon 
each panel or combination of panels at a given site using the width criteria above, or appropriate Materials 
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