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This Engineering Instruction transmits a specification and guidelines for the use of a Lead 
Health & Safety Program on Department projects. This specification will be effective 
beginning with the letting of July 6, 1995. 

The attached specification is to be included on all projects which involve extensive painting 
of structures coated with lead-based paint. It should also be included on projects where 
rehabilitation, repair or demolition of structures coated with lead-based paint is a major item 
of work (currently defined in §109-16 as being any item >$50,000 or >2% of the total contract 
bid price). It should not be used on projects with only minor or incidental work involving lead 
exposure. On these projects, worker protection will continue to be required through inclusion 
of the existing Special Note contained in El 93-034. 

Questions regarding this El should be directed to the Construction Division at (518) 457-6472. 

BACKGROUND 

The cost and the amount of effort necessary to comply with lead health and safety regulations 
have increased significantly in recent years. New and more stringent regulations such as the 
Interim Standard for Lead in Construction (Title 29 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 
1926.62) have focused considerable attention on work involving lead or materials containing 
lead, and they have also imposed a number of new requirements. Forthcoming regulations 
such as EPA's proposed Title X rule may impose even further requirements. 

On NYSDOT contracts, costs associated with worker health and safety have previously been 
included in the prices bid for related work items such as painting, steel repair or demolition. 
The attached specification provides four separate pay items for the various aspects of a lead 
health and safety program. This specification will have the following benefits: 

1. It will focus contractor's attention on the need to comply with the requirements of OSHA
1926.62 and other applicable regulations.

2. It will encourage contractors to comply with the regulations by providing a direct rather
than an indirect method of payment.
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