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EFFECTIVE DATE This instruction will become effective with the letting of January 12, 1995. 

PURPOSE The purposes of this Engineering Instruction are: to provide guidance regarding the 
maintenance washing of bridges; to transmit two special specifications ( 15633.94nnnn Maintenance 
Cleaning and Washing of Bridges and 15633.95nnnn Maintenance Cleaning and Washing of Bridges, 
Concrete Surfaces) under which the work may be done, and;· to disapprove the following special 
specifications: 

02633.90 
15633.90 

03633.90 
03633.92. 

06633.90 08633.90 <Ri33.'Xl 

BACKGROUND NYSDOT performs maintenance washing of highway bridges in order to increase bridge 
life, facilitate bridge inspection, improve bridge appearance and benefit bridge safety for vehicular traffic, 
pedestrians and cyclists using the bridge. In doing so however, DOT must not violate water quality 
standards. 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has established water 
quality standards, which are contained in Parts 700 through 705 of Title 6 of the Official Compilation of 
Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York. These standards include, but are not limited to: 

1. There shall be no increase in turbidity that will cause a substantial visible contrast to natural
conditions;

-

2. There shall be no suspended, colloidal and settleable solids that will cause deposition or
impair the waters for their best usage; and

3. There shall be no residue from oil and floating substances, visible oil film, globules or
grease.

Also, Article 24 of the Environmental Conservation Law (ECL), pursuant to Section 24-0701(2), prohibits 
any form of pollution in or within 100 feet of state regulated wetlands without a permit. 
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