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Chapter 2 Design Criteria of the Highway Design Manual (HDM) has been 
revised. Projects with a design approval date of January 1, 1995 or later 
shall utilize this chapter. Regions are also encouraged to utilize the 
chapter for projects with earlier design approval dates. 

Chapter 2 updates the guidance on design criteria to conform with the 
latest AASHTO and Department publications and has been metricated. In 
addition, an appendix with English values for the Standards section of the 
chapter has been included. The current version of Chapter 2 should be 
replaced with the new chapter dated July 11, 1994. 

The new chapter incorporates the contents of and supersedes the following 
documents: 

• J. R. Lambert August 19, 1991 memo to all Regional Design
Engineers titled "Guidance for EstabJ_ishing Design Criteria."

• EI 74-41 Design Criteria for Local Rural Roads Which Must be
Reconstructed as Part of a State Highway Project.

• EI 80-42 Information Needed to Support Retention of Design
Features that do not Meet AASHTO Minimum Standards.

Lateral clearance is one of 17 critical design elements discussed in 
Chapter 2 which was identified most recently by FHWA's January 28, 1994 
memo "Design Standards Under 1991 Intermodal Surface Transportation 
Efficiency Act." It is not clear zone but is the offset distance within 
which vertical roadside elements may �ffect driver operation in the travel 
lane. It is defined in Chapter 2 as the unobstructed distance between the 
edge of travel lane and a vertical element such as guide rail, median 
barrier, bridge piers and abutments, retaining walls, signal and utility 
poles, and sign posts and panels (does not apply to sign panels at or 
above the minimum vertical clearance). The normal offsets of these 
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