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STRUCTURAL STEEL CLEANING, PAINTING, AND 
CONTAINMENT SYSTEM 
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Supersedes: 

This Engineering Instruction transmits a revised specification for 
Removal of Existing Steel, a shelf note amending the specification 
for removal of structures and obstructions·, and new specifications 
for localized paint removal from structural· steel · by vacuum 
contained methods, localized painting of bare structural steel, and 
containment system for localized steel repair and painting. The 
listed specifications have been added to the Estimate Handling 
System and are available for immediate use. These items replace a 
variety of Regional and special specifications that have been used 
to require or allow vacuum blast steel cleaning and localized 
containment for various purposes. Those specifications are no 
longer to be used in conjunction with steel removal and repair 
effective with the date of this EI. 
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SPECIFICATIONS TRANSMITTED 

Demolition of Structures (Amends 202-3.05) 

Removal of Existing Steel 

Localized Paint Removal From Structural Steel 
by Vacuum Contained Methods 

Localized Painting of Bare Structural Steel 

Containment System for Localized Steel Repair 
and Painting 

Localized Paint Removal from Structural Steel 
By Vacuum Contained Methods 

BACKGROUND 

Any work on structural steel coated with lead-based paint entails 
a risk of exposing workers to lead and of releasing lead into the 
environment. Heating structural steel or other materials coated 
with lead-based paint by flame cutting, welding, or heating to 
straighten steel produces lead fume which is highly toxic to 
workers and harmful to the environment . Removal of lead based 
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