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This EI is to update requirements for worker protection associated 
with exposure to lead on construction projects. Lead is a toxic 
metal that can cause damage to the nervous system, kidneys, bones, 
heart, and reproductive systems. Lead poisoning cases linked to 
workplace exposure may result from inhalation of fine dust 
particles containing lead, and from ingestion (eating) fine lead 
particles. Severe lead poisoning may also result from vaporization 
of lead during flame cutting, welding, or grinding operations. 

EI-92-016 -- RESPIRATORY PROTECTION -- provided information on the 
hazards associated with worker lead exposure on Department 
Contracts, and referenced OSHA standards that must be met to 
protect workers. A special note was provided £� � incl us ion in 
projects involving steel repairs and painting that alerted 
contractors to OSHA standards that were applicable at that time. 
In 1993, ·osHA enacted an Interim Final Standard -- 1926.62 
dealing with worker exposure to lead in construction. This new 
standard consolidates previous health and safety requirements 
relative to lead into a single standard, and adds or clarifies a 
number of provisions. 

Contained in the standard are an Action Level (AL) and Permissible 
Exposure Level (PEL) for worker exposure to lead, both· based on an 
8-hr. Time Weighted Average (TWA). Exposure of workers above the 
AL of 30 ·ug/m8 triggers various provisions of the standard 
including periodic exposure monitoring, biologic monitoring, and 
certain training. Employers are required to ensure that no 
employees are exposed to concentrations of lead in excess of the 
PEL of 50 ug/mS . 

This Engineering Instruction addresses three key elements: 

1. NOTIFICATION

A revised special note consistent with OSHA 1926. 62 is 
attached for inclusion in all Department projects that include work 
on structures coated with 1 ead based paint. This wi 11 include 
contracts with i terns in any of the foll ,,wing series: 20 2, 211, 
564, 565, 566, 568, 569, 570, 585, 587 a�d 589. 
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