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This Engineering Instruction issues procedures and administrative details for complying 
with the Innovative Safety Barrier requirements of Section 1058 of the 1991 Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA). These procedures and administrative details will become 
effective immediately. 

A list of innovative safety barriers, and a work plan for evaluating innovative safety 
barriers is attached to this instruction. The list of innovative barriers includes barrier features, 
advantages, disadvantages, warrants and/or guidelines for the use of the various barriers. 

ISTEA REQUIREMENTS: Section 1058 of !STEA requires each State to certify annually that 
a minimum of 2.5% of the mileage of new or replacement permanent median barriers included 
in awarded contracts along Federal-aid highways shall be innovative safety barriers. FHW A 
interprets this to apply only to awarded contracts on Federal-aid projects on the National 
Highway System (NHS). This requirement commenced with the calendar year of 1992. 

DEFINITIONS: 

Innovative Safety Barrier: (as defined by Federal Highway Administration (FHW A) in February 
27, 1992 memorandum, H. Brown, FHWA Div. Administrator to Chief Engineer. NYSDOT) ... 
"The 1991 ISTEA defines an innovative safety barrier as one which is considered experimental 
by the Federal Highway Administration (FHW A) or was classified as operational after January 
1, 1985. However, the FHWA no longer classifies traffic barriers as experimental or operational 
but leaves this decision to each State highway agency once a barrier is deemed crashworthy." 
(passed NCHRP 230 testing) ... "Therefore .... an innovative median barrier is one which: (1) is 
considered experimental by a State; or (2) is not already in use (or is in limited use) by that 
State and differs significantly in material, size, shape, performance/test level, or operational 
characteristics from median barriers in common use elsewhere." 

National Highway System: ISTEA provides for an interim Nation Highway System (NHS) 
through 1995. The interim NHS consists of all Interstate highways and all highways classified 
as principal arterials by the State. Sometime in 1994 or 1995, Congress will approve an official 
NHS that has been developed by the Secretary of Transportation. 
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