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This Engineering Instruction establishes an interim seismic design 
policy for bridges programmed for rehabilitation. The interim 
policy has been established in accordance with the expected levels 
of seismic activity in New York State. 

INTERIM SEISMIC POLICY CONCERNING BRIDGES 

PROGRAMMED FOR REHABILITATION 

Effective immediate1y, it shall be the policy of the Department to 
evaluate the seismic failure vulnerability of bridges programmed 
for rehabilitation, to assess options and costs of seismic retrofit 
measures,.• and to incorporate into the rehabilitation plans those 
retrofit measures deemed warranted to eliminate or mitigate such 
failure vulnerability. 

The Regional Director will determine the need for and/or the extent 
of seismic retrofit to be incorporated into each rehabilitation 
project after careful consideration of this interim policy. 

Included in this interim policy are guidelines for determining when 
seismic retrofit is warranted and what actions should be 
considered. These guidelines are based on: 

current understanding of seismic activity in the Northeastern 
United States. 

Current seismic design specifications. 

Seismic retrofit experience of others. 

Ongoing seismic retrofit procedure development. 

The guidelines will be periodically updated to reflect advances in 
any of these areas. 
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