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CONSTRUCTION DIVISION POLICY ON FALL PROTECTION 

BackgroW)d 
Section 107-05 of the Standard Specifications requires all work 
to be performed with due regard to the safety and health of the 
employees. in compliance with OSHA Part 1926 Regulations. The 
purpose of this Engineering Instruction is to state Department 
policy regarding fall protection on construction projects and to 
implement procedures to ensure compliance. 

statement of Policy 
It is the policy of the New York State Department of 
Transportation that fall protection in full compliance with the 
requirements of OSHA Act (P.L. 91-596) and 29 CFR 1926 shall be 
provided on Department construction projects at all times. Any 
person exposed to a fall height exceeding those defined in- OSHA 
Part 1926 shall be.protected by appropriate means as required by 
Part 1926. This requirement applies to all contractors' and 
subcontractors' employees, supervisors, and managerial staff, 
material suppliers' ,and vendors' employees, Department and 
consultants' employees, visitors to the projects, and all other 
persons who may be o� the project for any purpose whatsoever at 
any time. In short, �here are to be no exceptions to compliance 
with the OSHA regulations! 

Complete fall protection can be achieved only through adequate 
advance planning, and by addressing potential causes of falls 
before they occur. The need for fall protection should be 
identified and addressed in the Project Safety and Health Plan. 
Protrusions on elevated surfaces, such as stud shear connectors 
on beams, and other potential tripping hazards must receive 
special attention. Likewise, slippery working surfaces caused by 
low-friction coatings or grease and oil contamination must be 
avoided to· minimize fall risks, even when fall protection is 

r provided. Finally, careful consideration must be given to the 
• 'i .·• type of pro.tection .instal.l'ed. Pa&si ve prot�ction. such as 

. railings, ·shielding, or· nets may. ··of fer ·more conipi ete .. · pr·otection 
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