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The purpose of this EI is to focus attention on the hazards 
of working with lead. Lead is a toxic metal that can cause 
damage to the nervous system, kidneys, bones, heart, and 
reproductive systems. The vast majority of lead poisoning 
cases linked to the work place result from the inhalation of 
fine dust particles containing lead. Severe lead poisonirtg 
can also result from vaporization of lead during cutting,
welding, or grinding. operations·. 

· · 

Designers, inspectors, and contractors must consider the 
health and safety of those workers pote�tially exposed to 
lead. To reduce adverse health affects, it is essential to 
reduce worker exposure. The most effective method to reduce 
inhalation of airborne lead is through the proper use of 
respirators. To this end, the attached Special Note, 
emphasizing construction site standards listed in OSHA 29 CFR 
1926.103 (Respirator Protection), will be included in all 
contracts with the following items; Item 18570.xxxx Treatment 
and Disposal,· Item 589. xx Removal of Existing Steel, c:;tnd cor·e 
Item 570.xx Cleaning and Painting beginning with the May 7th 
letting. 

In addition, Section 570 of the Standard Specifications has 
been amended to order the use of vacuum cleaners with HEPA 
(High Efficiency Particulate-Air) filters for the clean-up of 
paint waste debris. The revised specification will be 
incorporated into contracts beginning with the May 7th 
letting. 

The anticipated cost to realize compliance with OSHA 
requirement 29 CFR 1926.103 is negligible. Continuous flow 
supplied air blasting hood/helmets are already required. The 
cost to supply a powered air purifying respirator for the 
vacuum operator is estimated to be less than $1,000. The 
expected appropriate le�el of protection for other workers is 
a half-mask respirator with a HEPA filter. These 
respirators, including HEPA cartridges, cost less than $50 
each. 
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