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This Engineering Instruction transmits revisions to the Department's "Sampling 
Procedure for Stockpiled Topsoil;w and is made necessary by two recent revisions 
to Section 713-01 of the Standard Specifications (see EI #91-27�. 

The first revision to Section 713-01 Topsoil emphasized that approved recycled and/or 
composted organic materials may he used as topsoil amendments. Secondly, after topsoil 
has been initially tested and shown to be deficient in organi� content only, 
Contractors may amend the organic content of topsoil after it has been placed. This 
only applies to topsoil used for sodding and for establishing turf and wildflowers. 

The revised "Sampling Procedures for Topsoil II provides guidance on resampling topsoil 
mded as stated above. The revised procedure also includes previously provided 

guidance on sampling topsoil that has been stockpiled. 

All samples taken from topsoil that has been amended with approved sewage sludge 
(meeting all NYS Department of Environmental Conservation regulatory requirements} 
shall be clearly identified and labeled as such for safety and testing purposes. 

It is expected that these revised procedures for sampling topsoil may lower the cost 
of amending topsoil and may result in lower bid prices. 

This Engineeri�g Instruction will be effective upon receipt, for procedure No. 1, 
Sampling Procedure for Stockpiled Topsoil. It will be effective with the letting 
of May 7, 1992 for procedure No. 2, Resampling Procedure for Topsoil In-Place. This 
is in conjunction with the effective date of EI #91-27, the Revised Topsoil 
Specification. 

Questions regarding this Engineering Instruction may be directed to Mark Woods of 
the Landscape Architecture Bureau at (518) 457-4460. 
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