
ENGINEERING INSTRUCTION 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

SUBJECT: ELIMINATING THE USE OF ASTM D3406, HOT­

APPLIED JOINT SEALANT 

Subject Code: 7 .42 

Distribution: Main Office 30 Regions 32 Special 34 Code: EI 92-1 

APPROVED: Date: 07 /06/92

J. . ambert, Dep. Chief Engr., Fae. Des. Div. Supersedes: EI 78-41 

Effective with the October 22, 1992 letting, the Department is eliminating the use of 
ASTM D3406, (Joint Sealant, Hot Applied, Elastomeric-Type, for Portland Cement 
Concrete Pavements). The primary material found in this sealer, coal tar, is 
carcinogenic and requires very careful handling. The savings that were formerly 
enjoyed over other sealers no longer exist when one considers the cost of safety 
requirements for heating and handling, protective clothing, respirators, ventilation, 
and waste disposal associated with this material. These safety requirements are 
confronted not only in sealing operations but during manufacturing, inspection, 
sampling, and testing as well. We now have other sealers, such as silicones, that offer 
equal or better performance and can be considered cost effective, when all factors are 
considered. A check with suppliers and sealing contractors indicates that the 
industry concurs with this decision, and in fact, has been recommending alternate 
materials for quite some time. 

Designers are not to use any specification that calls for ASTM D3406. Any Regional 
Design sheets or similar Region specific details that contain reference to AS TM D3406, 
should be revised and an appropriate sealer substituted. Following is a list of sealing 
and crack filling items that specify the use of ASTM D3406, or refer to it as an 
alternate material. If not currently disapproved or deleted from the present 
Engineers Estimate Handling System and Addenda Catalogue, these items will be 
disapproved as of October 22, 1992. 

ITEM NO. ITEM NO. ITEM NO. 

04502.90 10502.4013 18502.4403 
06633.0501 10502.4014 18502.442001 
08502.35 10502.440701 18502.4425 
08502.4403 10502 .440801 18502.74 
10502.0802 10502.440901 18502.7501 
10502.4004 10633.0502 18633. 050101 
10502.4011 15502.8199 18633.0502 
10502.4012 18502.4401 
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