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This Engineering Instruction transmits rev1s1ons to Section 713-01 Topsoil, and 
supersedes Section 713-01 of the 1990 NYSDOT Standard Specifications. 

The purpose of these revisions is to more clearly state that approved recycled and/or 
composted organic materials, that are connnercially or municipally produced, may 
be used to amend the organic content of topsoil used on Department projects. 

The rev1s1ons also allow contractors to correct deficiencies in organic content 
after the topsoil has been placed. This option only applies to topsoil that is 
used for turf and wildflower establishment or sodding. If this option is chosen 
by the Contractor, the topsoil must be retested and approved after it is amended. 

Approved recycled and/or composted organic amendments may be derived from various 
organic wastes such as food, agricultural and other vegetative residue, animal manure 
and sewage sludge. 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) allows unregulated 
use of most non-hazardous vegetable wastes and manure. However, DEC regulates the 
use of domestic sewage under Title 6, NYCRR Part 360. 

Composted domestic sewage sludge used to amend topsoil shall require a certificate, 
from a laboratory approved by DEC, verifying compliance with all applicable laws, 
rules and regulations. This certification shall be provided by the Contractor, 
at the Contractor's sole expense, and prior to delivering any composted sewage sludge, 
soil containing composted sewage sludge, or other such regulated material to the 
contract site. 

All recycled and/or composted organic material must be approved before it may be 
used. 

All samples taken from topsoil that has been amended with approved composted sewage 
sludge shall be clearly identified as such. 
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