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All new prestressed concrete structure design� shall require elastomeric bearings 
of sufficient·thickness to ensure that the end of the prestressed unit will 
be a minimum of one-half inch above the bridge seat. Cement Mortar Pads, Item 
568.32, shall not be designated under any c�rcumstances. All references to 
the use of Cement Mortar Pads, as related to prestressed concrete superstructure 
design, shall be disregarded. This change is effective immediately. If the 
P.S.&E. date has passed, the plans and estimate should be changed by amendment.

When new prestressed concrete structures require concrete pad bearing supports 
(Pedestals) due to unusual cross slope transitions, etc., Class D Concrete 
shall be designated for this application. The minimum concrete pad thickness 
shall be 1-1/2 inches. The appropriate portions of Section 582 of the Standard 
Specification shall apply. 

For rehabilitation projects that will require cement mortar pad replacement, 
the Designer is free to choose any one of the following alternatives: 

1. Replacement of the existing elastomeric bearings and mortar pads with new,
thicker elastomeric bearings.

2. Insertion of an elastomeric bearing of the proper thickness to replace
the mortar pad.

3. Insertion of a coated steel plate of the proper thickness to replace the
mortar pad. (Coating Material and Procedure to be approved by DCES)

4. Step the bridge seat, or pedestal, to an elevation sufficient to provide
the necessary clearance. This option will normally require the use of
Class D Concrete, as specified in Section 582 of the Standard Specifications�·

When choosing an alternative, the Designer should strive for the most cost­
effective solutions. Alternatives may be sent to this office for evaluation. 
NOTE: The total thickness of elastomeric bearing shall not exceed 3". 
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