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ENGINEERING INSTRUCTION 
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

SUBJECT: SUBSTANDARD FEATURE JUSTIFICATION FOR
100% STATE FUNDED PROJECTS ON THE 
INTERSTATE SYSTEM 

Subject Code: 7.26-1 

Regions Special Code: EI 90-46 

Date: 12-27-90

Supersedes: 

PHILIP J. CLARK!, -1).,.irector, Preliminary !'!an Review Bureau 

The purpose of this Engineering Instruction is to inform the Regional Offices of an 

agreement reached between the Department and the FHWA regarding the justification of 

existing substandard features contained within 100% State funded projects on the In­

terstate system. The attached memo of December 4, 1990 from P.J. Clark to H.J. Brown 

outlines the policy to be implemented by this EI. The attached memo of December 11, 

1990 from H.J. Brown to Director, Pr_eliminary Plan Review Bureau, indicates FHWA 1 s 

approval of the policy. 

s policy states that existing substandard features on 100% State funded projects 

on the Interstate System do not require approval from FHWA in order to be retained . 

. However, this does not relieve the designer of his or her responsibility to identify 

existing substandard features and to perform engineering analyses to determine whether 

upgrading the feature to standard is desirable. If the feature in question is to be 

retained, then the rationale used to make this decision, including an accident analysis, 

should be included in the design report. 

As always, any substandard features associated with Federal-Aid Projects must be just­

ified in accordance with EI 80-42. Additionally, any newly created or worsened sub­

standard features on the Interstate System must be justified in accordance with EI 80-42 

and require Federal approval regardless of the funding source. 
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