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At this time, the most widely accepted method of rehabilitating older 
deteriorated Portland cement concrete pavements is to overlay them with asphalt 
concrete. However, if the thermal contraction that occurs at transverse joints 
and cracks in the underlying Portland cement concrete pavements is ignored, 
reflective cracks will develop in the overlays within a short time. Subsequent 
degradation of these cracks leads to premature overlay failure. 

In EI 88-21 there are three techniques currently available to counteract the 
effects of thermal contraction. They are: 

1) Item 18403.2502 - Sawing And Sealing Joints In Bituminous Concrete Overlays

2) Item 18203.9903 - Cracking and Seating Existing Concrete Pavement

3) Item 18502.7589 - Rubblizing Existing Portland Cement Concrete Pavement

Each of thr:se techniques (specifications) was expressly_prepared to address 
specific conditions. In order to select the most appropriate of the three for a 
proposed asphalt concrete resurfacing contract. it is essential that the 
condition of the existing pavement be known. This can best be accomplished 
by conducting an on site pavement evaluation (distress survey). Treatment 
selection should not be made solely based on costs and/or ease of construction. 
There may be cases when more than one treatment is warranted in a contract. 

Questions concerning pavement evaluations and/or the following warrants for 
using the subject specifications should be directed to the Field Engineering I 
section of the Materials Bureau at (518) 457-5956. 

The warrants for the use of these techniques follow: 
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