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SU��eBY• This EI revises the current bridge paint waste accumulation 
and disposal procedures; supersedes EI 86-19 Bridge Cleaning and 
Painting, Environmental Protection; modifies EI 88-36 Specifications 
for Bridges Removal of Lead Based Paints - New Department Paint 
System for Structural Steel by discontinuing item 18570.09XXXX, 
Temporary Storage of Paint Removal Waste (including variations of 
this item); and issues pay item 15570.llXXXX, Disposal of Paint 
Removal Waste. 

BACKGROUND. Spent abrasives and paint removed by blast cleaning 
operations are currently accumulated, tested, and disposed of in 
accordance with the department's approved "Lead Base Paint Removal 
Action Plan". 

At present, it is accumulated in metal 55 gallon drums for sampling 
and testing by Department consultants. If found to have less than 
five (5) parts per million (ppm) lead, it is surrendered to the 
painting contractor for disposal as industrial waste. If the 
material has more than five (5) ppm, it is retained by the Department 
to be disposed of as hazardous waste by a waste disposal contractor. 

E�Q����§. There have been a number of difficulties with this 
arrangement. One difficulty has been that land fill operators 
generally refuse to accept leaded paint wastes as industrial waste. 
Of all the landfills in New York State, only five have been found 
that are willing to take sand blast debris containing less than 5 ppm 
lead as ordinary industrial waste. Even at these five sites, 
disposal contractors have encountered difficulty in satisfying the 
landfill operator's requirements for waste testing beyond the 
determination of lead content. It's also been difficult, sometimes, 
to comply with the EPA's requirement that hazardous waste be removed 
from the site within 90 days of its generation. 
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