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One component of the Division's GOM goal on High-Tech 
Utilization was a review to determine the optimum techniques 

for collecting terrain data for design. Principally. we 
wanted to know when it is best to use ground survey and when 

the method of choice should be photogrammetry. That review 
has resulted in the attached rewritten section 5.04 of the 

Highway Design Manual. 

This section now entitled Terrain Data Requirements for 
Design has been written to provide an updated policy on the 
type of terrain data required and the most efficient method 

of collecting the data for a given type of project. The 
project design engineer is responsible for following these 
guidelines in selecting the appropriate terrain data and the 
regional survey supervisor is responsible for selecting the 
method of data collection. 

This document is based on current design.requirements and 
equipment capabilities. As these requirements change or 

other circumstances warrant. this section will be updated. 
This rewritten section will be included in the next general 
update of the Highway Design Manual. 
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